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6.2 2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION: KEEPING TRANSIT AND FUNDING AT THE TABLE

During the 2008 Legislative Session significant progress was made in proposed legislation — SR 845 - that
included language making all new funding available for all transportation purposes. Indications are that
the 2009 Legislative Session will consider, and some say pass early, legislation that will be a refinement of
constitutional amendment that failed by a narrow margin in 2008. Get Georgia Moving (GGM) has been
active the entire year in advocating for passage of additional funding for transportation, including transit.
TPB should continue participation and support of GGM efforts. Most widely discussed 2009 legislation in
public forums and private discussions is a refinement of the regional T-SPLOST. TPB should monitor this
2009 legislative process closely to make certain these elements are included:

« New funding available for all transportation purposes.

« Regional control of projects proposed in new funding referendum.

« Ability of region to propose referendum to generate up to two percent additional.

- Implementation of transit projects should available to all agencies having expenditure authority.

Expenditures resulting from any new Federal stimulus for transportation infrastructure should include
transit. These funds should also be available to all agencies having expenditure and implementation
authority.

6.3 MAINTAINING THE REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE AND TAKING ACTION

The major challenge for the TIB, the region, and the State of Georgia is to continue to focus on the critical
need to move forward. The metro Atlanta region needs mobility choices that first and foremost allow
people to get to where they want and back again in a safe, efficient, cost-effective, and comfortable
manner. Our region cannot continue to grow and prosper with the existing transportation options, nor
can the region afford to view transportation as only an issue within specific political boundaries. There will
be so many opportunities along the way to wait, ponder, pontificate, and spin around aimlessly, together
with a great many justifications to do so.

TIB is the next first step for the region to stay focused on providing the mobility choice that continues its
economic strength and vitality. If the region can stay focused on that goal and maintain its relentlessness
towards achieving it, then it can continue to work together to make Concept 3 a reality.
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